
Mallory McClure serves as the co-chair of the Perry
County Food Access Coalition and is the Executive
Director of the Food Access Partnership of Perry
County. What began as a small gardening project has
grown into a countywide effort to improve food access,
nutrition education, and community partnerships for
thousands of students and families. Mallory's journey
began in 2019, when she started teaching children to
garden in her backyard through a local youth ministry.
As more students became interested, the youth
ministry offered additional resources to help expand
the program. Soon afterward, she reached out to the
local community, which offered the use of an unused
community garden site.
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When harvests exceed what the garden can
distribute directly, the fresh produce is donated
to local food pantries and schools, helping
increase access to healthy food throughout Perry
County.
As the project continued to grow, a local health
organization connected Mallory with Penn State
Health, leading to a partnership that transformed
the original garden into a broader community
garden and food access initiative. This
collaboration expanded both the educational
opportunities and the program’s impact.

The project started with just eight raised garden beds. Today, the community garden has been expanded
to 32 raised beds, including several that are ADA-accessible. This garden now features berry and pumpkin
patches, native perennial plantings, and a welcoming space where anyone in the community is
encouraged to grow fresh produce. Throughout the year, the garden also hosts educational and
community events that bring residents together.



Mallory credits much of the organization's success to the mentorship, guidance, and networking
resources provided through her support network. She made extensive use of networking email
templates and other resources to build relationships throughout Perry County, helping establish
both the Perry County Food Access Coalition and the Food Access Partnership of Perry County.

Today, the Coalition coordinates initiatives including additional school gardens, educational farm
field trips, farmers market events, and programs that connect families with fresh local produce and
other valuable community resources.

Mallory's work soon caught the attention of a local Perry County family foundation, which committed
funding to expand school gardens across all four school districts in Perry County. Two school gardens have
already been completed, with construction on the remaining two scheduled to begin in August 2026.
These gardens provide hands-on gardening education for staff and students in grades K–12 while
supplying fresh produce to school families.

Looking ahead, Mallory's next major initiative is to bring local farmers and schools together to develop a
system that increases the amount of locally grown food served in school cafeterias.
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